Cruzan Breeze 


Charles Balch	Completely Unofficial St. Croix News	Wednesday, September 27 


Doing better than yesterday!  Helping each other.  Pass info along.  Stay positive. Eat.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


�
--- Editorial ---


I don’t like ceremony.  I dread the boredom inherit in meetings and avoid  them whenever possible.  This antipathy is so strong that I have not attended most of my graduation ceremonies for degrees that I worked very hard to earn.  Yesterday, I attended a memorial service.  Like Marilyn, Earl touched the life of persons all across our island.  Amidst a backdrop of mud, frayed canvas and damaged boats, a few memories were spoken, a joke, a song, and some final toasts.  There were tears but there were many more smiles.  Earl would have wanted it that way.  I will carry the memory of his smile as a shield.  


For myself, the service marked a transition point.  Psychologists talk about the natural progression of feelings about loss.  First there is denial.  After Marilyn, my mind would loop constantly thinking there was some magic that would create an expanding circle of cleanliness and perfection covering the islands I love.  Although I must admit a new respect for shop vacs, the real magic was elbow grease.  With my home mostly intact, clean and habitable, came the next phase, anger.  Marilyn did not effect my lifestyle enough to get angry about.  But it’s always easy to find things to get angry about.  This newsletter has been a medium for me to vet my anger, I hope, on balance, that I achieved the upbeat, informative voice I looked for.  While problems remain,  I now have better things to do than dig them up to gossip about.   Again I have freed my energy for more important work.  The final stage is acceptance.  I can’t say that we are all better off than Earl --  I’m sure Earl is in the very good place he deserves.  But we are all here, ready and enabled to pick up the pieces.  It’s a long tough job.  But at the end, those who focus their energy and try, will be better for it.


--- We heard ---


STX can expect 350 cruise ship visits this season!  Both the Carnival and Princess lines will be visiting.  Today we will have a visit from the Sovereign of the Sea.  Friday is Monarch of the Sea and the Starward.  Saturday is the Seaward and Sunday the Cunard Countess.  Sounds like stores in town may be open on Sunday.   I’m sure all of we are going to be giving them a warm Cruzan greeting.  STT’s first ship is scheduled for the 29th.  The Jazzfest is on hold with no date set.  There will be no trash burning.  Instead we’re mulching it.  A friend suggested that persons might want to rent a machine to chip up there organic debris at home.  Makes sense.  Why drag it far to buy the mulch back later.   WAPA is talking short term concrete poles and long term buried.  The Christiansted boardwalk will be immediately repaired but the planned expansion will not happen soon.  I got my Internet connection back yesterday!  Mondo cool.  STX hotels only got minor damages to their guest rooms (but the Buccaneer took a major hit to the Martel room).  Carambola will be 100% by season.    The debris is off the road.  Small leaves are appearing on the nude trees.   Special thanks to the Avis that got the date wrong yesterday.  We got it wrong the day before and don’t feel nearly so bad.  Another mistake,  yesterday I ragged on the Disaster Recovery Network Radio.  They weren’t on as their hours are 9 - 5.  Kind of reverse of curfew which doesn’t make much sense to me.  Keep up your excellent regular programming Lucky 13.  Lots of raw sewage was released on all islands, stay out of the ocean.  Swimming is banned.  (I hope that this is either no longer true or that the tourists are informed - we don’t need that kind of shit).  Sort your debris.  Metal, non-biodegradable (lumber and such), and Biodegradable (bush) are handled differently.  Don’t touch wires.  Don’t allow mosquitoes to breed.  Homes that lost roofs or electrical connection must be certified by WAPA before power is re-attached.  When you get power, be careful before turning breakers on.  Saw an ad on page 26 of the Sept. 25 US News and World Report for a “Go Anywhere, Satellite Phone” [800 8726222].  Ham radio is probably cheaper. 


--- Current Weather ---


Today’s weather is from my Dad (today’s color commentator) who take notes off the weather channel.  This Dad  report is “Our big worry is tropical depression 16.  At 5 AM the winds were close to 35 MPH.  Its at 11.5 40.9 1,400 miles East of the lessor Antilles moving at WNW at 15 MPH.  The Yellows and Reds are back”  Thanks Dad (John Balch)!  The sailor looking trough the roof guess is that I’m a bit worried about sweat 16.  Today will be a little sunnier than yesterday.


--- Irie Ideas ---


DPNR requests Naval chain be lain down for the marine community.  Create a boat dump site (<60’) as a dive attraction..  Getting the word out to national media that STX is alive, well and ready for your tourist dollar.


--- How ting? ---


On STT things have settled somewhat. The troops are here and keeping the peace.  Road blocks work!  Reports are that of about 11,000 telephone poles, 3 to 4 thousand are down.  On STX things are very good (considering). Reported high theft rates in Frederiksted are not unusual.  Current stats for power (?%), phones (65%). Most private and parochial schools are open.  And a Mea Culpa to STJ whom I have been forgetting.   Word has it is that there damage is slightly less than the devastation of STT and their people have responded at least as well as the incredible STX community.


--- Talk About de Money ---


You can dial teleregistration from a land line if you first dial ATT at 102880.  Ask for the FEMA teleregistration desk at (800) 462-9029.  Their hours are 7 to 7 Central standard time. Here’s what happened when we registered.  It took about 1/2 an hour.  They want to know your:  Name, SS#, disaster time (Friday, Sept. 15, evening), physical and mailing address w/ zip, damages to auto, roof, electrical power, Heating/AC, plumbing, home access, foundation, windows/doors, floor/ceiling, clothing, furniture, if you own, is it livable, money already spent on repairs, if you’re in immediate danger (includes medical - eye glasses, dentures etc.), insurance status, who was living there, source(s) and amount of income, and whether you own an affected business (a yes probably starts another set of similar questions including number of employees, loss of income, damage to inventory, rent etc).  Ask for your control number right away (before they start with all the questions).  You may get cut off and you will need the number to complete or follow your application.  Ask the name/number of the person you are working with.  Be friendly - they are.  You will be informed of what other applicable programs. Later you will need to provide physical proof of home ownership, pictures, receipts and such.  We are not sure how we are going to get the physical forms.  


--- Breeze Info ---


PC Paradise is acting as our center of communication. Voice is 773-9227, fax 773-9228. Call with corrections. Please copy and redistribute. I guess that about 1,500 people a day are reading us locally.  Distribution is national and  international.  We hear some news services are reprinting parts of the Breeze.  Thanks, that helps get the information out!  This is not copyrighted but I would appreciate being indicated as the source. I’ve enjoyed doing these issues but feel a daily is no longer appropriate.  The Breeze will return as needed.  I would like to create some sort of fact sheet focusing on local business that gets a fax distribution.  I’m going to start a marine sheet for members of our marine community that need help.  Once things are bit more back to usual, reach me voice at (809) 692-4114, fax (809) 692-4115 or cbalch@uvi.edu Love to all!�
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________











